JOBN BRUCE

1787 Madigen Counby yirginia taX 1ist-distelict of Andrew Kenncdy
John Bruss 8 blacks & horses 16 head of cattle

In early 1780, whon this area was still a part of Hentucky
County, Virginia, one of the most active snryeyoars och the weskern
nranches of FPalnt Lick Creek was John Kemnedy. In his position
ag agsisktant ta George May, GSarveyor of kentucky County, be
ran some ol the sarliest surveys 10 what ic today Gartard ccunly .
1n later years several of these eacly surveys bhecams the subiect
of litigalion after a4 more complete BUCVEY of the area WaE
carried out in the early 1780's under the direction of Jamas
Thompsol, SUIYeyor of Lincoln County.

Phe two SACVEYS nf Johh Bruce, @ Bevolutionary wzoldicr
from wirginia, fik Lnto this pattarn. He, like many others,
had land surveyed here long hefore he actunally settled on ib.
This cften cesulted in another settler nooupying the land during
rhe interval only Eo lose it later in court.

The Bruce Surveys waIk based on the certificates of
nattlement and precmption Lrucc had purchased from Thoma= FeLitt
and were to include Petltt's Sprina. Evideptly Petikt had
swstahlished a claim there in 1775 and moved on. In 1776B soloman
Carpenter bullt 4 cabin by this spring. fle sold hls rights
to a claim there Eto James Fetill whoe was able o ebtain a
preemption certificate tor (000 ACres at the site. Estill was
involyed at this time with his station ob muddy Creck south
of today's Richmond and did not oecupy ©OF SUCVEY the land.
1t is not clear wheokher carpenter pr Estill knew at the esarlier
=1laim but it is passinle they did since neither remained there
and the survey Was delayad past Ethe ugual time.

In 1780 SBruce had Eh= aite, probably unocoupied at  the
time, surveyed by Jehn Kconedy. He does not appear ko ke living
in Kentucky at that time sa I assume he returnaed to virginia.

in 1781, John Boyle, an assoclate of Estill, sectled by
the spring which came to pe known as Boyle's Spring rather than
Petitr's Spring. He later acquired his ownh survey on Drake's
creck and moved [o 1% Folloewing the death of James Eztill
in 1782, Estill's heilrs had a 1000 acre survey Tul that ingluded
this spring.

|t =esms unlikely John Bruce settlad on his suorwey Q0 Back
reek boforc bhe ¥ear 1988 as he is mnot listed on the 1787 Lax
j1igt in the district of Michael Mcleely whers the tract lay.
shen he did settle therse he chose the western porbion af the
survey, Soukth of today's Point Leavell, probably duge to Lhe
fact that Benjamin Esrill was living on the disputed castorn
sachion.
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On September 23, 178%, the case of John Broce vs. Benijamin
Estill apd Samuel Rice was heard at the Supreme Courk in
panville, Bruce wag awarded one penny in damages and  the
defendants were ordered to give up possession of a 400 acre brack
in Madlgsn County, the site of the disputed spring.

Jahtt Bruce had by this tiome bkecome a wealthy Iand owner
with larger ftracts elsewhere in the sktate. His son, Henry Clay
Bruce, would be granted 50 acres at the mouth of Sugar Creek
in 1816. This land originally surveyed for the heirs of James
Gorden in 1785. Bruce died in 1827 and was buried in the Bruce
Cemetery near his home sonth of today's Peint Leawvell.

It appears that absolem Arnold may have lived at thiz place
after Lhe death of John EBruce. lie was the sono of Jobn Arncld
who lived just down Back Creek, He married the youngest dawghter
of John Bruce, Tahitha Clay Bruee, and purchased one acre from
the Henry Clay DBruce iract at the mouth of Sugar Creek. Huz
and his wife would also bo burted o the Bruce Cometery,

A cvlose relationship existed bhetween the familiss at least
until the time of the Mexican War. Alerander Armcld, son of
Absolom and Takitha, fought in the battle of Buena Vista
alongside his cousin Richard Bruce. A traditiom asserts he
killad the Mexican scldier who shot William McKee, son of ooted
Garrard Countian, Satiuel McEes,

#9862 a Jobn Bruce 400 acres on Back Creek
assignee of Thomas Petitt

Surveved 6-1HB-1780 by John Kennedy asst. 5.K.C.
George May 5.K.C.

Land on a western branch af Paint Lick Creek, to incluede Petitk's
Spring. BEeginning at 3 poplar on the west =zide of thoe creek
beiow and near the said spring, Thence South 15% West 400 poles
to a large honey lacust, NWorth 75% Westk 160 poles to a poplar,
North 15% Bast 400 poles to a small blagk locust, South 757
East 140 poics to Ehe Begroning.

Granted 12-20-1743 to John Bruce by Benjamin Harrisaon
Gov. of Yirglnia

#9822 b John Bruce 1400 acres oh Back Creek
asaignee of Thomas Petikt

Freempkicon warrant Ne. 219 isgoued 3-20-1780

T

John Bruce, asslgnee of Thomas Petitkt, ankters 1000 acres uvpon
a preemption wartaok on Paint Lick Ceeek, jaining his settlement
on the wasl.

Surveyed &£-18-1780 by Joht Kennedy
SRS



Surveyed B-1B-1730 by John Kennedy
Loorge May

Beginning at apoplar, & corner to his settlement, Thence Horth
757 West 400 poles to a sugar tree, North 15° East <00 polesg
to an elm, South T753° East 400 poles to a black locust, Sauth
157 West 400 poles bo the Begloning.,

Granted 12-20-17853 to  John  Hruce by Benjamin  Harrison,
Governor of Virginig

#9822 h
John Bruese

100D acres

#9822 a

480 acres

This survey extends fram south of Peoint Leavell toa the FEast
Fork of Back Creek in Flatwoods,
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